﻿Chapter 1


I can't live without you…


Her eyes stirred, the feeling of warmth from the blankets heating her tired body.


A body worn from work.


Six months… six months of getting stronger… her body coping with what it had been given, getting strength back in its legs... pushing the limits until she could run.


Pushing the limits until she could buck again.


Her eyes stirred.


She opened them weakly, seeing pink eyes looking at her with a smile and she yawned, dimness covering the room before she said sleepily.


"We spend too much time in this bed."


"Why you say that?" Dash asked quietly with a grin.


"Because we do," AJ replied sleepily as she stretched and sat up, looking at the twilight of outside and how the sun had just set,


"How… how long was I asleep for?"


Dash smiled as she sat up too, the lamp beside the bed letting in little light but not enough to cast away the shadows.


"I only came in five minutes ago, but its six o clock now."


"It was only meant to be a nap… three hours… god." She said wrecked as she felt her head and then the dream came back into her thoughts, those words the last thing she heard before she woke up.
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"You okay, AJ?"


She stopped, looking back at Dash who was looking at her confused.


"You just suddenly looked quite sullen."


"Oh… yeah, I'm fine… just thinking of all that work I wasted."


"You think you're working but all you do is hold us back." Dash teased and Applejack pulled a smile.


"Hey, I was bucking trees long before ya and will be doin' it long after ya."


"Yeah… keep telling yourself that." Dash said with a grin and AJ just rolled her eyes, looking at her with a smile as she noticed the pearl necklace shimmering from the lamp.


"Ever worry about that breaking? You wear it constantly."


"Yeah, and you don't wear yours enough." Dash answered back with a laugh.


"It just… sometimes I worry about losing it, that's all."


"Well you know the best place to keep it safe?"


Applejack looked at her questioningly before Dash replied quite bluntly.


"Your neck."


"Never mind…" Applejack said tiredly as she got out of bed, stretching her worn body and getting ready to head downstairs but heard Dash say just as she reached the door.


"Did you hear the good news?"


"What?" she asked listening tiredly.


"The Cake's are having another foal."


Applejack paused when she heard this… children… she never liked talking about them… even if it was about someone else's.


"They're way ahead of us," Dash joked as she flew off the bed and pushed opened the door, the quiet Applejack standing there in silence as her wife disappeared down the stairs and muttered.


"Yeah…"


Dinner was full of nose and talk as Dash messed about with Applebloom and hot grass soup was reheated on the stove from the earlier meal.


Applejack tried to laugh and joke with the others but the thoughts of the future entered her mind…


She was infertile now…


The doctors had told her that too much stress on her body would kill her and that bearing children was impossible.


But she and Dash had never talked about it… probably because both of them thought there was no point.


She was only twenty three now but felt so much older, so much wiser than her old self from only two years ago.


Even if it was impossible… it should still be discussed.


Even though she knew the subject might just bring back old memories… she had to know how Dash felt about it.


XXXX


She lay in bed that night, waiting for Dash to come in from washing up so she could ask… her quiet attitude seeming to not have been noticed at supper but she still had to talk.


The lamp was on dimly, the room quiet and feeling so empty till the door finally opened and Dash came in, getting in bed and was about to turn the light off but heard Applejack say,


"Rainbow…"


"Yeah?" she said confused, looking at her still much awake and Applejack took a breath.


"We've never really talked about one subject."


"What? Our family's health history?" Dash said randomly with a laugh and Applejack looked at her confused, "I've been reading the newspaper."


"No." Applejack said and sat up straighter, "Children… we've never really talked about it."


"Oh… yeah." Dash said with a nervous laugh, "But why would we? We're still young."


"I know… but shouldn't we talk about it? I don't even know how ya feel about the subject…"


"I feel fine." Dash said a little slowly, as if she didn't want to talk about it, "I just didn't want to upset you by really discussing it."


"Well do ya want kids?" Applejack asked, "In the future? Adoption?"


Rainbow Dash grew quiet, looking down to the bed and Applejack wish she could read her mind to know what was happening in that head.


"I did…" Dash finally said, seeming like this subject had been left long ago in the past, "But I always figured we had too many responsibilities with this family to really have one of our own."


Applejack looked at her confused, "You mean my family?"


"No, this is my family too, but I figured our life was sorted."


"We can hav' children one day… maybe in a few years, you know things will change when Applebloom leaves one day."


"You think she'll leave?"


"Yeah, I think she will."


Dash seemed to grow quiet again and Applejack looked at her confused… something else in that pegsus's thoughts.


"What's wrong?"


"I love kids," Dash said quietly, her eyes dashing back and forth from Applejack's, "But… I don't want someone else's."


Applejack looked at her a little surprised.


"What's wrong with someone else's?"


"It's not mine…" Dash said seeming a bit shy about saying that, "and it's not yours."


"Family isn't just in blood."


"But if I looked at that foal… I wouldn't see you in it. And if I can't have a child that is a part of you… I don't really want one."


Applejack looked at her confused… she never knew Rainbow felt this way.


The door had never been closed properly and Big Mac stood outside it, listening to the conversation but felt after he heard that bit, he should really stop.


He often had thoughts of how the married couple found it living here on the farm… with them, him and Applebloom but he had never thought talks of the future would ever happen… maybe he had just been living in denial.


He walked off in silence but just remembered what Dash's last words were.


And Applejack was still remaining quiet after hearing that… before finally replying.


"You really feel that?"


"Yeah… kids have always kinder been off the picture since what happened." She said quietly "When you first told me you were pregnant… I wasn't happy… but I could live with knowing the baby would still have a part of you in it…" she became quiet as she added,


"but I don't want to have any child if it isn't yours."


Applejack looked away… not knowing really how to feel… and what Rainbow Dash was basically giving up because of her.


"Okay…" she said feeling like she shouldn't say anymore and lay down, facing away from Dash in silence but heard a voice say,


"I love you.."


"Yeah…" Applejack said, not knowing how to respond and just added with barely a voice, "I love you too."


XXXXX


It was sunny the next day, sunny and warm and the family got to work harvesting the trees, planting new ones where old ones had died and carrying carts of apples to the storage room.


Applejack sat in the field, watching her family hard at work as she took a break for herself, always needing to take more than the others because of how she was.


"Hit it into the basket!" she heard Rainbow Dash call to Applebloom as she flew high up in the air and threw apples down, Applebloom hitting them with her tail into the baskets on the ground.


Applejack knew she should stop thinking about what Rainbow had said and try and enjoy the weather but she had a foreboding and didn't know why.


Life was full of changes and ignoring this one forever just because she couldn't give Dash a part of her… it made her sad.


"Nice hit Applebloom!"


"Learning from the master!" the young pony called back up to Dash with a beam and AJ just gave a small smile, steadying herself back on her legs as she got up and went back to them.


"C'mon, back to work." She said with a grin as she walked between the two and Applebloom sighed replying.


"Yes mum."


Knowing she would annoy her sister with that remark and Applejack pulled a disapproving face as her sister trotted away, looking up at Rainbow Dash and saying.


"She takes too much off of you."


"Hey, she's growing up, she's going to get a little attitude."


"Yeah, yeah." AJ said as she picked up some of the missed apples off the ground and placed them in a basket, "C'mon back to work."


"Do you want to have a go?"


She looked up at Dash hearing that… her body still feeling tired and saw the blue pony smile at her, apples being held in the sling bags on her sides and Applejack felt unsure really in what to say.


"I don't know, we really shouldn't be messin' with autumn midway through."


"Yeah, and the same excuse as last month."


Applejack looked around nervous… she could run when she needed to, buck just enough to be of help but physical play she had been missing because she just didn't want to push her luck.


She saw the blue pegasus waiting and smiled saying bravely.


"Sure, throw it to me."


Dash retrieved an apple from her bag and spun it around with her hoof before tossing it toward her, Applejack doing a jump bouncing it hard off her flank but when she landed her knees buckled and she fell, holding back the yelp but forced herself to get up before Dash could help and pulled a fake smile saying.


"Good throw."


"You okay?"


"Me, yeah." Applejack lied and looked to where her apple had fallen, "Damn, loss of practice."


"You'll get it back." Dash said with a wink and AJ smiled, picking up a few more apples and putting them in the basket.


"You have all the time in the world."


XXXXX


The house creaked of nose as ponies talked and chattered within the walls.


Food stored in the cupboards, laughter, life.


Big Mac came into the house with letters in his mouth, dropping them on the table in the kitchen and Applejack came in in a few minutes to go through them.


She looked at one confused, seeing the name of her wife and the return address with a unfamiliar one.


Crystal


"Rainbow?"


There was silence before a voice called back,


"Yeah?"


"You have a letter!"


The pegasus entered the room confused. She rarely got mail.


She tore it open with her mouth and placed it on the table, reading through the words quickly but her eyes seemed to slow down the pace, as she soon realized what it was about and took it in her mouth, leaving.


"Who was it from?"


Applejack stood there confused… what was that about?


She looked at the envelope that had been left on the ground, seeing the name and thinking who this pony could be.


The house seemed to grow silent for a few minutes.


Or maybe it was just her mind.


Before she heard Applebloom laughing with her brother and AJ just walked across the ground, picking up the envelope and taking it up to her room.


She would find out what this was about later.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 2


The night brought upon a small chill, some clouds covering patches of the black sky but a few stars could be found peeping through.


Dash just sat out in the grass, looking down at the letter in the darkness and sighed…


Why did this have to happen.


"Hey…"


She looked to her side, seeing an orange pony approach and sit on the soft grass beside her, a smile on her face as she asked.


"What's the letter about?"


"It's from my mum…" Dash muttered, pushing it away with a sigh and Applejack looked at her quietly.


"Crystal… really pretty name."


"Yeah, but… here." She said pushing the letter to Applejack and she could barely make out the words, but light from the house behind them helped and she read it quietly.


She paused, before looking back at Rainbow and said,


"She had an accident."


"Her leg is broken…one of her wings… I wonder who caused that." Dash said spitefully and Applejack looked at her confused.


"What are you saying?"


"Solar… the biggest Dick on four legs."


"Did she say he did this?"


"No… but it was him." She said quietly and took a breath out, "She's stuck in those clouds, not able to do anything and needs help."


She looked at Applejack, hating that she had to say this,


"She wants me to come home."


Applejack looked back into her eyes quietly… taking in the news and saw the dismay in her wife, so simply asked.


"What do you want to do?"


"I don't want to go back." She said honestly, but sighed as she looked up into the sky, the place where so many pegasi dwelled, "But I don't want her left helpless up there with him."


"Why is she still in the sky? Why isn't she in a hospital on land?"


"He doesn't like the ground… he feels it's below him."


Applejack smirked at the pun but Dash looked at her confused. The orange pony stopped, realising Dash was actually being serious and asked.


"You mean… he doesn't like land dwellers?"


"Yeah… he's really weird." She said, hating even talking about that pegasus she had once called father and Applejack put her hoof around her as Dash continued.


"He used to try to tell me these lies as truths, that pegasi were superior… he was just so effed up."


"Why is she with him?"


"She's in denial… she's been in denial all her life and I just couldn't take her sticking up for him when all he ever did was hurt her." Dash sighed, "I knew she didn't think like him… but I couldn't stand him. And for that… I couldn't stand her."


They sat there in silence, the cold really starting to set in and Applejack finally said.


"She needs help."


"I know… but if I go back, all it'll be is fights."


"I thought you liked fighting?" Applejack said with a smile and Dash looked at her with a smirk.


"No, you like fighting."


The two giggled but as it grew later Dash just sighed, putting the letter in between her feathers as she headed back inside and Applejack took a breath out, getting up and following as they entered back into the house and came back to warmth.


XXXXX


Dash lay awake in bed that night, a million thoughts running through her head, a million problems, a million stresses and all she could see was her mother in pain.


Solar never spent time with her… and now she could go nowhere.


She'd be alone in those clouds… she didn't have any friends… at least, not since Dash could remember and it was all because of him.


Her mother had always been like a flower, so easily broken, so frail and she had left when she fifteen, just having to get away from the sight of Crystal always getting hurt, trampled on by that bastard.


She never expected to see Crystal at her wedding… she honestly thought he would've stopped her but something told her her mother never told him.


And that letter… he probably didn't even know she sent it.


Those last words on that piece of paper,


I need you Dashie…


Please come home.


Maybe her mother thought the wedding was an opening, for her to come back into that frail mare's life… maybe she should face that town again… face that stallion again.


A hate in her heart of him… something she had gotten rid of by leaving.


But her mother needed her.


XXXXX


Dash was a bit off in work the next few days, always seeming to be somewhere else as she dropped apples, stepped on fallen ones and tripped over stumps, the Apple family looking at her confused but Applejack knew what it was all about.


As Dash lay in a tree the coming Wednesday, orange leaves scattered across the ground, Applejack approached her calling up weakly.


"Rainbow?"


Dash looked down, feeling like she was going to get a lecture but sucked up her disillusion and flew down asking,


"What's up?"


"I think you should go back."


Dash looked at her in pain from hearing that,


"Really?"


"You'll hate yourself if ya don't."


"I don't want to go back." She said quietly.


"If you were so sure about that then you'd be fine… but you're not fine. You're worried."


"I don't want to fight anymore."


"Then don't… just keep away from him and only help her."


"Why did this have to happen?" she asked in loss "I don't want to go back to that town… that small town with those narrow minded ponies."


"C'mon, it can't be that bad." Applejack said and Dash frowned disheartened, "You left when you were fifteen, things seem different from an adult perspective."


"I'm only twenty two…"


"Yeah and if ya could survive the last two years, after everything… then I think you can survive this."


"You have too much faith in me."


"You haven't let me down yet." Applejack said with a smile nudging her and Dash smiled but gave out a big sigh as she said finally.


"Alright… I'll go."


"And you can always come back whenever you want, remember you always have a home."


"Could you like come with me and keep repeating all these nice things so I can survive?" Dash asked with a little hope and Applejack just flicked her with her tail, walking to the barn as she answered.


"Sorry hun, can't fly." a smile on her face as she entered into the wooden structure and Dash grinned herself, following her into the barn and closing the door.


XXXXX


That night Applejack woke up with a stinging pain in her head, grabbing it with her hoofs as she clenched her teeth in agony… sitting there in a struggle until in a few hours it passed and she took a few deep breaths regaining herself,


She had never gotten a migraine that bad, something which left her head a bit sore afterwards and she lay back down… confusion and tiredness in her mind before she managed to get back to sleep.


XXXXX


There was a knock the next day on the door, Big Mac greeting the unicorn and letting her in, Twilight smiling as she met Applejack in the kitchen, hay fries in a plate on the table and the two chatted about general things until there was a call from upstairs.


"Hey AJ!"


Twilight looked up to the ceiling, Dash's voice loud and blasting through the wooden upper floor.


"Yeah?"


"Should I take some medicine with me in case I catch the feather flu?! I heard it's in the air at the moment!"


"I wouldn't worry yaself!"


There was silence before a loud reply,


"Yeah, I think I'll take it anyway!"


Applejack chuckled and Twilight looked at her confused, expecting an explanation but when she didn't receive one straight away she asked.


"So where's Rainbow Dash going?"


"Oh, she's just visiting some relatives."


"I almost forgot she had any," Twilight laughed, "She doesn't really talk about them much, does she?"


"She's not really very close to them… her mother recently hurt herself."


"Oh… okay."


"How has it been being a researcher these days? Earning your own money?"


"It's fine, I like the experience but I wish there were more ponies that needed work done for them, I only have two clients and that's Rarity and the Cakes."


"The Cakes?"


"Yeah, they like to know the origin of most of their ingredients but I just think they're trying to find work for me… I feel like I'd have more opportunities in a more industrialised area."


"Well, we'd surely miss you if ya left,"


"Don't worry, I'm not going anywhere," Twilight said with a smile and got one in return, "Though Spike is now burping out more scrolls with news from bakers across Equestria and he is getting fed up with all the traffic."


"Well just giv' him a bottle of our finest Apple juice, should clear him right up."


"Thanks," Twi said as AJ slid a bottle to her, "But I think he'd much prefer rubies."


"Dragons have weird taste…" Applejack said bewildered but the two just laughed as the clock hit twelve, midday arriving and the sun standing centre in the sky.


XXXXX


Dash felt her chest beating quickly in the night when she woke in a jump and woke up her wife by the panic.


"Whoa, what's wrong?"


Dash was breathing quickly and Applejack stroked her mane quickly, asking again in worry,


"What's wrong, tell me?"


"I just…" Dash said, her eyes in tears and she wiped them… hating herself for the panic… "I had that stupid dream again… that STUPID dream."


"It's okay…" Applejack said, running her hoof through Dash's mane softly, "You know it was only a dream."


"I haven't had it in half a year… why did I have it tonight?"


"Well I'm still here…" AJ said quietly and Dash dropped into her hoofs, holding her tight back but a realisation dawned on her.


"Tomorrow night… I won't fall asleep next to you… or wake up with you beside me."


"Hey, it'll only be for a few weeks."


"Do you know how long that will be to me?" Dash told her upset, "In the last year and a half I have only slept away from you two nights… and that… that was nearly impossible for me to take."


Those words really hit Applejack to the core… the way Dash needed her so bad and she only smiled, not knowing what else to do.


"Well do you know how hard it'll be on me? Ten times as bad."


"You're only lying…" Dash said not believing her, "You'll be happy just to have the bed to yourself again."


Applejack only sighed,


"It's only a few weeks…"


"In hell."


"It might not be like what you remembered." Applejack said trying to be helpful and only felt Dash hold her tighter.


"Yeah… it'll only be worse… because I'll have to be away from you." she said in sadness and Applejack rolled her eyes.


"Ya make me out to be this Goddess…"


"Yeah," Dash said with a small smile, "One that farts sometimes in her sleep… but I'll miss that."


Applejack did not expect to be insulted and yet complimented at the same time and just said.


"You will be fine… if you could survive me, you can survive this."


"How come you don't understand how I feel?" Dash said hopeless, "How hard it'll be waking up without you?"


"Well at least ya bed won't be smellin'" Applejack said, still a little offended by that and Dash just giggled.


"Yeah… but that just means it won't be smelling of you."


"Okay, I'm getting up." Applejack said, pushing Rainbow off her and Dash just pouted, watching her wife leave the room and called.


"Could you get me some water?"


"I don't know how? I can't carry it to you." She muttered tiredly and turned on the hall light, Dash just laughing.


This is what she'd miss.


And all that would come tomorrow would be pain…


Pain in going back to that father… back to a pony she wished she never shared blood with.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 3


It was a new dawn, Dash waking up early to put her bags on her back but she woke her wife with the rustle and smiled as Applejack looked at her sleepily.


"You have to leave so early?"


"It's a long flight and you know I can't afford to take a pegasi carriage."


"Still…" Applejack said tiredly, getting up and looking through the window, "The sun has barely risen."


"Yeah, and if I don't leave now I won't arrive till midnight."


"Alright, alright." The orange pony muttered and followed Rainbow out of the house, her legs exhausted and the two reached the outdoors shortly afterward, AJ hugging her wife tight.


"Hav' a nice flight."


"Tell Big Mac and Applebloom goodbye from me… hopefully I'll be back in two weeks… or sooner," she said with hope and felt Applejack rub her head against hers, the pegasus sighing.


Her wings spread slowly and the country pony just looked at them seeming a little sad herself, the pegasus beginning to flap them slowly before taking up into the sky.


As the blue pony disappeared into the dim morning light, Applejack just sighed, stepping back indoors and going back to bed.


Dash flew higher and higher, pushing through clouds as she reached the thinner atmosphere and calculated the distance and time of her arrival, taken a lung full of air into her body before she zoomed hard, cutting through the clouds and beginning her journey.
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She flew for hours upon hours, light brightening the sky as she passed through the many small pegasi towns.


She took a few breaks, getting food from small cloud shops. She looked upon the cloud structures and homes, a whole world she had left for life on land.


She forgot how much colder it was up in this atmosphere, how there was always a slight chill on even the warmest of days, but she had never forgotten the space.


The sky was literally limitless, flying such an amazing experience that most pegasi took it for granted and left the clouds for life on ground.


But there were always a few who hated the earth, hated grass… feeling it was an unnatural place for their kind, like living upon others who found ways to live without flight a disgusting strange thing.


The town she was going to was a town with this very thought.


They didn't speak of it, knowing this way of thinking was looked down upon, but some of those pegasi had never even touched earth… the day she did, turning fifteen…


The day she found what it was to be grounded.


And the joy of feeling it, gravity a magnificent thing.


But just like for a pegasus how much of another plane the ground seemed… she wondered how it was for earth ponies, the thought of flight something they'd never accomplish.


She shrugged off the thoughts, finishing her cake and taking flight again as it had passed one am and time just sitting around thinking was time wasted.
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Applejack looked out to the sky outside, as day turned into night, Big Mac joining her in a few minutes after he had put away the cutlery.


He looked out to the dark blue night, still bright from the full moon and asked his sister kindly.


"Thinking of her?"


"Yeah…" Applejack said quietly, looking at the stars sparkle in the night and took a sigh out, "I'm just hoping she's made it alright."


"Don't worry, Dash is a strong flyer."


"Ya don't need ta tell me Big Mac," she said with a weak smile but turned back up to sky, "I'm just worried of how things will go once she arrives…"


XXXXX


She could feel the cold set in once darkness came, following the white lights that had been set in place for pegasi traffic as she entered into the cloudy streets of Flockem.


She landed on the fluffy cold floor, looking about tiredly as she saw metal seats and factories around her, cloud homes lit up by magic made from unicorns below.


She took a breath in, walking through the cold mist of clouds until she saw the house which made her blood chill.


Cloud houses never age like homes on the town… the house looking exactly the same as the day she left it and she knocked on the door, a mutter being.


"Who is it?!"


She remained silent, her heart beating quickly but she said in a cold voice.


"It's your daughter. Rainbow Dash."


The door opened slowly, a male pegasus looking at her with eyes of hate.


He was black as night, a yellow mane jolting like lightning out of his head and he whispered in hate, his red eyes staring at her,


"What are you doing here."


"I came for her." Dash said with no emotion "I came because she sent for me."


"Why would she send for you?!" Solar Flare asked in anger, "You've never been there for us in the past!"


She hated his voice… the very essence of his being and she just pushed past him, the stallion looking at her in shock as Dash went to her parents' room and knocked on the door before opening it.


She looked away at the sight.


Her mother had bandages up her front leg and wing, a sling holding her wounded limb in place as she sat on bed… her eyes tired, her body worn and old.


"Mum..?" Dash whispered, stepping slowly over to her and Crystal looked at her tiredly, a smile slipping up her mouth weakly.


"You came…" she said in happiness, she looked to the door as Solar Flare stood there just watching the sight of his estranged daughter in his home, "I told you she'd come, Solar."


"The first time ever," he said harshly, blowing smoke out his nostrils and he looked away in disgust.


Dash could feel the dislike, the hate and she only muttered, not facing that pegasus.


"That was the first time I ever got a letter from you."


"Crystal, why did you send for her?" he asked his wife angry, confusion sounding in his words.


The tired mare just looked at the two, before her eyes settled more permanently on her husband and said weakly.


"You just have so much work… you can't be taking care of me every second."


"And do you really think she'll stick around long? She can't take responsibility!"


"I am in the room!" Rainbow Dash yelled angrily, glaring him in the eyes as she stood in a stiff infuriated stance, "And take responsibility? You can't even take responsibility for what you have done!"


"You will not talk to me like that in my own house!" Solar yelled, stamping his hoof hard on the ground and Dash just stared at him, despising his very core.


"Mum…" she asked with a hurt voice, looking at her mother in near tears, "Why did you want me? Why did you send that letter…?"


Crystal just smiled, stroking her daughter on the cheek as she said,


"Because I need you."


Dash shut her eyes in sadness in hearing that and just stood back up straight, asking with no emotion.


"Which room will I take?"


"We've never changed your room, sweetie," Crystal said with love and Dash looked at her confused hearing this, "Because we knew you'd visit… one day."


"Okay, mum," Dash said in a quiet sad voice, though in her gut she found this loving voice so strange… so foreign as it had been gone from her life for so long, "I'll see you tomorrow."


She walked out of the room, Solar moving aside as he just watched her go in a coldness before turning to his wife and asking.


"Why, Crystal? She's not our Dashie anymore."


Crystal seemed to find it hard to smile at him, just moving weakly in her bed as she sat up straighter and muttered.


"Because she's your daughter… and no matter how much you tell me you don't love her, I-I know… you still do."


He just shook his head, not wanting to discuss this as if it brought him pain to even speak of such things and he walked out of the room into the hall, storming down and up the floor… panting in hate and confusion as to why his daughter had returned back into his life.


XXXXX


"It's so quiet without her,"


Applejack looked at her sister as they sat in the living room, Applebloom seeming a bit sad and Applejack just patted her on the back.


"Hey, she'll be home in no time."


"Why won't you tell me why she left?" Applebloom asked begging to know the full reason, "She's never visited relatives before! Why did she hav' ta go this time…?"


"Her family needs her."


"But I thought we were her family?" Applebloom pouted and Applejack just smiled at that sulky face saying,


"You just miss her because ya bored."


"No, I miss her because she's my sister!" Applebloom said back fast and Applejack looked at her a bit surprised to hear this.


"You really see her as ya sister?"


"How could I not?"


Applejack smiled as she added,


"So you're okay with ya two sisters shacking up?"


"Eww Applejack!" Applebloom said annoyed, sticking her tongue out at her "Why'd ya hav' put that image in my head?"


"I-It's okay, sis," the older mare just chuckled, "Just jokin' with ya on that one."


"Yeah, well it ain't funny." Applebloom said pushing AJ away from her and her sister only continued to giggle, "Please don't scar my mind."


"Okay," Applejack laughed but suddenly groaned as the striking pain struck through her head again and she crouched forward, grinding her teeth.


"Applejack…?" Applebloom said worried, looking at her sister a bit scared and Applejack just grated her hind hoofs on the ground in pain before giving out a small cry.


After a few more seconds she stopped the silent scream and looked up at her sister with a shaky smile,


"I'm… I'm okay," she said quietly and Applebloom looked at her in fear.


"What was that…?" she asked with worried eyes and her sister just rubbed her mane, scuffing it up a bit as she said.


"Just a migraine, been getting them lately."


"It looked… really painful," she said scared as she looked at the bloodshot eyes of her sister and Applejack just shook her head giving a small reassuring smile.


"Don't worry about me, I'm fine. Honest."


Applebloom didn't know if she should believe those words, but her sister wasn't saying anything else and she just nodded weakly, the subject being forgotten as they continued talking across the hours.


XXXXX


Rainbow Dash unpacked her bags in silence… her room still holding the memories of when she was a teen.


There were posters of the Wonderbolts still on the walls, clothes hung up in the wardrobe.


A nightstand still held the books she had read when she was young and she sighed as she placed a picture of her true family on the stand… looking at her wife and the Apples smiling at her,


But not with her…


Away in a distant land.


She touched her necklace as she looked at herself in the mirror on the cloudy wall, the one piece of Applejack she would always have on her…


But she hesitated in lying on that bed.


That bed where she had cried after fights with her father when she was a young pony, saying those words,


"I wish I was never born!"


And him responding,


"I WISH THAT TOO!"


The bed where she believed that not waking up would be a better thing than this life.


But the past was something she promised she would try to forget… she had to help her mother.


She lay on it, covering herself with the blanket and feeling the loneliness of a town where she didn't belong.


In a home with a family that was no longer hers…


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 4


She woke up with the chill of the airy world she was in.


Dash spent time with her mother, getting her food, helping her move when she needed too.


Solar wasn't seen that day, and when she went to bed that night all she could hear was a door open, heavy steps and then silence.


She hated it here.


She sat in her mother's room on the second day, the events of yesterday only full of strangeness in being back in this place which held her childhood. A childhood she wish she could forget.


"What is swirling in that head of yours, Dashie?"


She looked at her mother as Crystal asked this question with a smile on her face and Dash only sighed.


"Mum, what did he do to you this time?"


"Nothing…"


Dash didn't believe her… all her mother's scars and bruises from the past had been done by him. Why did her mother always have to stand by his side.


She just looked at her silently, those words a lie and got up, walking around the house in sadness that after all these years her mother would still say those words… that she still wouldn't see.


She paused when she heard the door open and that black pegasus step in, staring at him silently till he caught her pink eyes and just grumbled.


"Helping your mother?"


"If you won't"


"Watch your mouth." He said in slight annoyance, pushing pass her and she only glared at him, saying as he was about to go,


"Or what? You'll hit me again."


He turned to her in shock, his red eyes staring at her as if he was trying to hold something back… but he just walked away and she watched him go, her heart beating fast.


She did not feel safe here. This house like a prison, a prison she had left yet because of him she had to return.


To try and show Crystal the truth she had always ignored.


She just had to help her.


XXXXX


Applejack came over to Twilight's house that day, just visiting like she always did in her spare time… but mainly it was because she was lonely since Rainbow left… it being only two days.


"Cheer up, Applejack." Twilight said as they drank tea and talked, the library spotless like usual and AJ just nodded her head with small smile.


"It's been affectin' everyone with her gone," she said sadly "Since Granny Smith died family has become that much more important."


"She'll be home before you know it."


"Yeah, yeah… ahh!" Applejack yelped as she put her hoof to her head and felt the sting of her temple again, Twilight looking at her confused until a few moments passed and Applejack took a sigh out.


"What was that?"


"A migraine… I've been gettin' them lately."


"How long?"


"I'd say around a week now… why?" Applejack asked confused, seeing worry in Twilight's eyes and the unicorn just looked off nervous, Applejack very puzzled.


"Is everythin' okay?"


"I don't know… could there be any reason for them?"


"Well they started to come after Rainbow decided to leave, I just woke up one night with my head stingin'" AJ said with a smile, adding reassuringly "It's nuthin' ta worry about."


"Still I'd like to look into this… it doesn't seem normal…" Twilight said slowly, and AJ only shrugged, she wouldn't stop the unicorn in her interests.


The two moved on from the subject as they talked of other things, Applejack just trying to get her wife's absence off her mind.


XXXXX


Rainbow Dash listened to her mother as Crystal talked to her over the next couple of days.


She couldn't understand how she could be so happy when she was injured so bad, but was surprised she had had these injuries for weeks before she got in contact, Crystal continuing saying that Solar had to return to work to support her.


"You know you don't need him to support you, Mum," Dash told her as she sat on the bed beside her wounded mother, "You can support yourself, you have all these options."


"But he wants too, and I let him."


"He only wants to so he can trap you here, don't you understand?"


"He loves me Dashie."


"He sees you as an object he can just throw about when he's angry."


"Why can't you see that he's not like that… he has a good soul."


Rainbow Dash hated these consistent lies, her mother deluding herself so much and those simple words that killed her the most to here,


"He's changed"


Shaking her head in tears, why was her mother believing this?


"I need to go for a fly." She said, only being able to take so much each day and Crystal looked at her sadly as her daughter left the room, soaring through the sky just to get rid of those defending words of a monster.


The town was different in the light, so blue and white.


She looked at young pegasi playing about in the cloud parks, others doing weather work for the villages below.


Life up here was so different to what she remembered… so simple without having to worry about the weather affecting you.


Always above the clouds, hiding the realities of the world below.


But she had to return back to that house… her heart slowing its beat at this reality she had to deal with and when she stepped into the building she could hear shouting from her mother's room, walking to it to hear Solar's voice booming.


"Dammit Crystal! I don't want her here!"


"Give her time, darling… she'll change."


"I don't deserve this hate! After seven years she's still that stubborn teen!"


Dash's eyebrows lowered… he was trying to turn her against her… trying to turn Crystal against everyone like he always did… even her own daughter and she stormed to her room, Solar looking up to the door as he heard the noise.


He sighed, rubbing the bridge of his noise with his hoof and looked at Crystal muttering,


"She heard me, didn't she.."


"You didn't realize she was there."


"Those stupid pink eyes… judging me. I can't change the past…" he said quietly, taking a heavy breath out "but if she stays… I'm afraid she'll just bring it back… and I don't want to face it."


He sat on the bed, Crystal patting his lightning mane softly but he just sighed… everything just getting fucked up again.


Dash didn't know how much longer she could take it here.


Four days already seemed like a month… time in this spaceless world just getting to her, a place where she didn't belong anymore. Where she never belonged.


She had to keep away from him.


If she was to convince Crystal, make her see, she had to show her the darkness he possessed. She had to take her mother with her home.


She had to protect, more now than what she had ever thought in the past.


He could hurt her again and again till he killed her.


Her mother had to see the danger.


She stayed out of Solar's way the coming days… just avoiding those piercing cold red eyes and begged her mother, telling of the past, telling of the truths.


"He hit me so hard, are you just going to forget that?"


"Sweetie p-please,"


"He said that if I didn't shut up he'd throw me across the room!"


"Dashie, he's change!"


"A pony can't just change like that! LOOK WHAT HE DID TO YOU!"


Crystal only burst out into tears, Dash hating to see her mother cry but she couldn't take this denial.


"Please mum, I beg you, come back to Ponyville with me."


"This is my home!" Crystal cried trying to push her away and that nearly broke Dash's heart, "Y-your home! Why can't you see the love in his eyes!"


"Stop it! He can't feel love! He can only control! He's just controlling you!"


"Leave me Rainbow Dash!" Crystal shouted suddenly and Dash stood back in disbelief, "Just leave me alone!"


"M-mum…?" she whispered upset.


"If you can't believe he's changed, than I can't believe you have either!"


That nearly crushed her, and she just left the room, her eyes watering at how her help had only back fired but as she ran through the hall she only bashed into Solar and flinched back from him yelling.


"Don't you ever touch me!"


Solar's heart just feeling empty at that voice and he watched his daughter run out of the house again… knowing he would have to do something eventually. He just had to stop all this stress.


His wife's cries could be heard through the thin walls…and he took a heavy breath out as he went into her.


XXXXX


Applejack blinked to the very loud knocking on her door that day, answering it at the fastest pace she could manage and there stood a panting Twilight, AJ asking.


"What's wrong? Why are you panting?"


"I had to come here as soon as I could, please come with me."


"Did something happen in Ponyville?"


"No," Twilight said, her voice nearly breaking, "Just come with me, please."


"Alright…?" Applejack said slowly confused and followed Twilight out, the two walking for an hour till they reached town and Twilight took her to the library, Applejack blinking in astonishment as she saw Princess Celestia standing there with a concerned look on her face.


"Princess Celestia?" Applejack said confused, looking around at the mess of books on the ground and back slowly at the alicorn "Why are you here…?"


"Twilight Sparkle told me of your migraines..."


"Yeah…" AJ said slowly, she did not like how serious the princesse's voice sounded.


"She also told me of your miraculous recovery over a year ago."


"Yes… I guess."


Celestia looked at her quietly, her purple eyes seeming to be examining every part of Applejack's body and she said after a brief minute.


"May I?"


Lowering her horn.


Applejack looked at her confused, but nodded slowly and the princess touched her forehead with her horn, Applejack's body illuminating as her organs and veins could be seen from inside, covered in a pink magical light before Celestia pulled away, Twlight just looking at Applejack's brain in tears until the alicorn's magic faded and everyone was silent again.


"What's goin' on…?" Applejack asked quietly… fear running through her body and the princess only looked at Twilight as she said.


"To save your life, Twilight used dark magic."


Applejack looked at Twilight confused… she knew she used magic so strong it had drained it completely from her… but dark?


"She did…?" she asked quietly.


"Yes."


"So what does that hav' to do with-?"


"The magic was stored in your body, working your organs, making you breathe, making you live."


Applejack took a small step back, so confused.


"Yes…"


Celestia just looked at her, her voice continuing,


"But because you are not a unicorn, you cannot create new magic and so the magic in your body has been running out slowly over the last year and a half."


Applejack could hear Twilight cry, looking back at her worried, looking to the princess quickly as she said.


"Well can I get more magic? Surely a few unicorns can spare a bit."


"The transfer of magic, the use of it to keep alive a pony when her time has come is forbidden, dark magic is forbidden."


"I don't understand?" Applejack said, her eyes watering as she listened to this in slight panic, as if the whole world was collapsing in on her and she only asked, desperate to know what this was about,


"What are you sayin'?!"


Princess Celestia took a breath out, Twilight just weeping uncontrollable and Applejack took in a breath, regaining herself… she had to get a grip and she asked one more time.


Very slowly, her eyes red and scared.


"What are you saying?"


The alicorn looked at the young pony, eyes of regret, as the words left her mouth in sadness,


"Applejack. You…You are going to die."


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 5


"How long…"


Celestia looked at the country pony in silence, seeming confused that this was the only thing to come out of her mouth.


"Less than a month…"


Applejack breathed in slowly, her eyes closed as she took in this news and Twilight could be heard trying to hold back her tears with failure.


"Do you know the exact time?"


"There's only a little bit of magic left… you could go at any time but the longest would be a month."


"And…" Applejack said quietly, her voice seeming to shake a little, "Will it h-hurt…?"


Twilight tried to control herself as she wiped her face and just stuttered, "No… it w-won't hurt, you'll just die, it will be sudden and it w-won't hurt."


Applejack looked at the two ponies, her heart beating slow, as if she just wanted to not exist in this place and time and took another breath,


Saying,


"Okay."


"Would you like to tell your family…?"


"No."


The two looked at her confused, they were so sure that would be the first thing on Applejack's mind.


"Not yet… if I still have time… I just, I don't want to tell them right now."


"Okay," Celestia said but Twilight looked at her so confused.


Why wouldn't she tell her loved ones? Prepare them? Applejack just sat down, seeming to go empty and the three only stayed in silence… the feeling of death lingering in the air.


XXXXX


Dash sat in the park, the weather growing dark as she breathed in heavy breaths, anger only in her, confusion and loss.


She felt like she couldn't go back to that home… her mother saying those words,


if you can't believe he's changed than I can't believe you have changed either!


But she had changed… leaving that place which was only making her worse, leaving that home which made her so angry, so furious…


Why would her mother say she hadn't changed when she had only accomplish happiness without them…


And that her mother could accomplish it without him too.


"Look who we have here…"


She looked up, seeing a few male pegasi fly above her and she got up, thinking it was best to leave but the tall grey one landed in front of her, grinning darkly.


"If it isn't little gay Dashie."


She looked at him shocked… how did this stranger know.


"Just leave me alone," she said in a mutter trying to push past him but two others flew down around her.


"Momma Crystal been talking about how you got with a mare, such pride"


"Yeah…" the big yellow one said in a gruff voice, "an earth mare at that."


"My business has nothing to do with you." Dash said, her anger boiling at this stupid talk and as she was about to take flight two suddenly jumped her holding her down and she yelped in shock, "Let me go!"


"You probably give it like a stallion, don't ya?" the grey said as he approached her with a dark grin, "But I bet you take it like a filly…"


Dash's eyes widened in horror, trying to kick them away quickly but they had her in a hard hold and she only screamed in terror.


"I bet you've never even been touched by a male."


"N-no! STOP!"


There was a sudden thunder as rain poured down onto them and the young stallions looked up angry to see a black pegasus fly at them with such speed as he collided with the ring leader and pushed the both of them through the clouds, Dash fighting the two other pegasi off as she flew away in the rain in panic.


She landed with shaking legs on the black cloud that had started the rumble and watched as a black figure split through the lower clouds, attacking the two other pegasi, her heart drumming in panic.


She could here cries and yells, tears rising to her eyes at what could've happened and she cried helpless, water dripping off her shaking body before the black figure could be seen flying toward her and she stumbled back, lightning splitting through the sky as she took off only to hear a call.


"Rainbow."


That voice… that voice she hated.


"Leave me alone!" she cried, flying faster into the black night and could feel a flash of light pass her before Solar flew in her way, Dash only dodging him quickly but he grunted yelling.


"DON'T YOU FLY AWAY FROM ME!"


"Why do you have to do t-this!" she yelled in tears, just wanting to avoid those red hateful eyes but he caught up to her fast, his speed equal and caught her, Dash struggling, kicking and screaming but her blows were not felt on his hard bones.


"I could've STOPPED THEM!" she yelled finally pushing him off and glaring at him in tears, "But you had to control me! Stop it with your fucking brute strength!"


"You couldn't of…" he muttered, looking her in the eyes with no emotion, "You needed me."


"I HAVE NEVER NEEDED YOU!" Dash just screamed and shot away into the rain, her rainbow trail being left behind and he groaned, following his daughter on into the weather he had created, Dash nearly exploding at his pursuit.


"LEAVE ME ALONE!"


"Come home, your mother needs you!"


"You tell her she DOESN'T!"


"Grow up and take responsibility!"


That's when Dash had had enough.


She turned around and glared at him, her heart beating a hundred miles per second and she yelled.


"WHY WON'T YOU TAKE RESPONSIBILITY!? YOU HIT ME, YOU LEFT ME BLEEDING AND BRUISED! BUT YOU WON'T ADMIT IT!"


Solar stared at her, the rain pouring down between them and his eyes seemed to show sadness, pain as he said.


"I know…" Dash only panting and he repeated "I know…"


"Why?" she begged, needing to know why he could be so cruel, "I was only a f-filly!"


"Because… I was bad… because I thought it would make you strong."


"Make me strong?!" she said in disbelief, and he took a breath out.


"You had a mind of your own… I tried to control it. YES, I tried to control you! But I wanted you to be like me… not her."


"You hit your only child."


"I wanted you to change. I wanted you to be like me."


Dash only shook her head slowly in tears.


"No one could be as cruel as y-you."


"I never thought you'd leave. I never thought I could make a pony leave me… but I'm different now."


"Have you touched earth?"


He remained quiet, Dash just staring at him as she repeated in anger.


"HAVE YOU TOUCHED EARTH?!"


No reply and she just muttered.


"You will never be different because ponies like you don't ever go away, you never change."


He only looked at her, his eyes seeming empty, not knowing what to say and she flew away, the black pegasus only staying in the sky… the rain hiding him in the dark.


XXXXX


When she arrived to that cloud house she only cried, cried in her room of all those years that she would never have again… those years of pain that she couldn't ignore while in this home.


The posters were still on the walls, her books on the stand.


This home would never give her what she needed, never console her in what the past had done and she only heard a weak call, a voice saying,


"Dashie…?"


She just lay on her bed, hearing her mother's voice call once more and she wiped her eyes, walking quietly through the hall to the room, the middle age pony still wrapped up in her bed and Dash took a weak step in saying.


"I'm sorry, Mum… for fighting with you earlier."


"It's okay, sweetie," Crystal said, looking at her daughter with a smile, "I know you were only upset…"


Dash nodded, not really feeling present and Crystal held her hoof with a soft smile,


"You just have so much going through your mind."


"I only wanted you to say it…" she said quietly and Crystal looked at her confused, Dash sighed "to say that he is bad… but you wouldn't."


"He hasn't hurt me, Dashie," Crystal said with a smile, "He hasn't hurt me in so long…"


"I wish you were telling the truth…"


Crystal looked at her in sadness, and said quietly,


"Dashie…"


Her eyes true, sincere,


"He hasn't hit me since the day you left..."


Rainbow Dash looked at her confused, saying quietly,


"…what,"


"You leaving changed him… it made him different, and over the years it made me love him again."


Dash shook her head in tears,


"You don't have to ever forgive him," Crystal said weakly.


"I can't." she said, her eyes in pain, in sorrow, "I just can't." Crystal looked at her quietly, stroking her mane and Dash said,


"I've tried to, I've tried to be better than him… but I can never have anything more for him than hate, anger… at what he did to me… I'm… I'm not strong like you, mum,"


"It's okay," she said softly and Dash only cried on her shoulder,


"You say you can't… and maybe you won't for years…" Crystal added as she stroked her mane comforting, "But one day… you will see there is no point for it, that you will not want the hate… and you'll let it go."


"I-I won't,"


"You will…" Crystal repeated and Dash just sat up in tears, "But that's enough, it's better to talk of the things that bring happiness instead of pain."


Dash smiled at her weakly, wiping her eyes and Crystal moved her fringe out of her pink eyes with love, saying,


"Now, tell me about your new family… tell me about your life."


"Do you want to hear the happy parts…" Dash said with a weak laugh, "or the sad."


"The parts that mean the most to you."


"Okay… but can we not talk about him anymore… I just, I can't anymore."


"Okay dear, we won't if that's what you want,"


Dash smiled as she began to talk about her life, and all the things she had never talked about with her mother…letting the pain go away,


...for the first time since she arrived.


XXXXX


The house was not a happier place, but it was not a sadder one either,


It was a place with understanding.


The mail came a few days later as Solar placed it on the table but saw an address he was not familiar with, with a name he had only heard once.


Applejack


There had been a rule in the house made since that stormy night, that he and Dash would not speak or look at each other… it was just easier, but he knew she was out so he went into her room and placed the letter on her stand.


He had a feeling he would never meet this Applejack… but he had a feeling she was something special to his daughter.


Dash came home later that day, Solar keeping out of her way just as arranged and when she had helped her mother for the day she went to her room that night to sleep.


She saw the letter waiting for her and her heart lit up when she saw who from, opening it quickly as she read the words,


Hey Rainbow,


Could you come home soon,


I really need you back


Applejack


She smirked at how short the words were, but she was glad that Applejack needed her for once.


She'd wait another week though, she had only been gone one anyway.


She put the letter up next to the photo of her family, just looking at her wife with a cheeky smile as her eyes dimmed slowly and soon slumber approached her with ease.


The house was not a happier one, nor a sadder one… and she could live with that now.


But those words that her mother said to her passed through her dreams that night as she slept… those words of encouragement.


One day you will not want the hate


All things could heal, time a thing that can never be rushed,


…but there would always be scars….


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 6


I can't live without you


Her lids wrinkled, the orange pony tossing around in her sleep.


Grave stones, an empty bed…


Her dreams so misconstrued, so loss in the meaning,


A blue pony standing by the grave… covering shadows, a tear slipping down her cheek.


The words,


Can't live without you


She couldn't wake up, feeling the loneliness pierce into her core, the emptiness of this soul.


A piece of light leaving Dash's heart… replaced by black.


Pain, torture.


Wake up!


No matter how hard she wanted to escape this nightmare she couldn't as she saw her love die… her death killing that pegasus… killing her.


Applejack shot up from the bed in pain, her head killing her with the intense stinging, ringing of her insides but she knew this was not the moment of death.


For the moment of death was painless.


After a few minutes it started to gently ease away and she sat there in the night, panting heavily…


Rainbow Dash… how would she cope? How would she go on…?


How could she do this to her?


Would it have been easier if she had died in that hospital bed… a few months together could heal within a few years, a few years together… after everything… could it ever heal?


She had expected her home a day ago, she needed her home for what time she had left.


If Rainbow didn't come soon, it may be too late.


And would she live without her…?


Would she?


XXXXX


Big Mac saw his sister sitting outside early in the morning, the orange pony chewing nervously on her bottom lip, just looking to the sky and he smiled softly, coming out to her and saying,


"Hey,"


She didn't respond, and he sat next to her like many times before, saying,


"Still missin' her?"


Applejack blinked, turning her eyes to him and shaking her head… her eyes looking like they had little life as she said.


"Thinkin' about the future."


"Doesn't exist," Big Mac said with a smile.


Applejack shook her head slowly, smirking weakly as she added,


"Mine is certain…"


Big Mac could sense what this talk was about… that talk two weeks ago in the room… of children and how the two mares would never have them.


"Applejack,"


She looked at him quietly,


"What is it, Big Mac…?"


"I overheard you and Rainbow Dash talking about children a couple of weeks ago."


"Old talk…" Applejack muttered, not really wanting it to be brought up.


Big Mac felt nervous, saying unsure if doing so would be a mistake.


"It could be possible…"


"What are you talkin' about?"


"You and me… we're, we're the same aren't we?"


"Err…"


"Same blood and all,"


She looked at him confused,


"Yeah… I guess so?"


"Rainbow Dash wanted a part of you, well a part of you is in me…"


Applejack's eyes slowly widened as she listened to this, something that never even came to mind.


"She would never agree…"


He closed his mouth, remaining quiet as she said that with such certainty.


"Plus… how could you live with your child under the same roof but no authority over it…"


"You expect Applebloom to move away one day," he said quietly, not sure if he should mention, Applejack realising he had heard more than what she knew, "Maybe you two will want to go too someday."


"Big Mac…" Applejack said, tears coming weakly to her eyes… she was going away sooner than what he knew and she would never return.


"It can be years from now… but I know you want kids, and, and I could donate."


"Thank you," she said, wiping her eyes pathetically, knowing she had to tell them, her days running out but she wanted Rainbow home, she had to tell her first.


"And she will hav' a part of you." He said.


She looked at him quietly, her heart beating slowly… the one thing that she always believed Dash couldn't have… the one thing she believed she couldn't give.


Knowing Dash had attempted suicide once.


Knowing she could attempt again.


And this… this could be the way to stop her.


So she could live without her.


XXXXX


She tossed and turned in her sleep, so many torturous images of that pegasus dying.


Waking up in cold sweats.


She had to do something.


XXXXX


She spent as much time as she could with her family, visiting all her old friends and the girls happy to see her but so confused.


Rarity,


"You look radiant today, Applejack,"


If only she knew


Fluttershy,


"The farm must keep you all so b-busy,"


"Yes…"


And finally time with Twilight where the unicorn only looked at her distressed, what was she doing?


"Why haven't you told anyone yet?" she asked, needing to know, hating keeping this secret, it was killing her.


"Because I need ta tell her first."


"But it might be too late!"


"It won't, she'll come home… just a few more days."


When she stood in her room, looking through the photo albums of her life, seeing her parents when she was young, Granny Smith's ninety-eighth birthday, Applebloom's first day of school and at last,


Her wedding day.


Seeing all her friends smiling and laughing in the pictures… time was running out.


She left the album on her bed, opening her draw and taking out her necklace.


Putting it on…


If she wasn't here she would wear the one piece of her she could… and she wouldn't take it off till the day she died.


XXXXX


Dash looked at the calendar,


The cold winter was approaching in a month, the freeze reaching the sky first and she flew high in the air, soaring as she saw pegasi putting on their winter wear in autumn.


She smirked,


She could handle the cold.


As she arrived back home she looked her eyes down when she passed him and stepped into her mother's room, Crystal healing ever more in the week that passed and Dash grew nervous as she said.


"Hey, Mum,"


"Hello, Dashie"


Rainbow Dash came closer, a little guilty to even bring it up, but her mother caught her off saying.


"It's time isn't it…?"


Her daughter looked at her quietly, and nodded her head.


"I think I should go home…"


"Thank you for coming here," Crystal said softly, smiling at her daughter with warmth "I know it was hard for you."


"No, not seeing you, Mum… never," she said trying to put that forward, "But I miss them."


"I understand," Crystal said and Rainbow Dash hugged her tight, before getting ready to leave,


"Remember you always have a place here,"


That hurt her, and Rainbow Dash, even though she loved her mother… she never wanted to return here.


She smiled at her one more time before opening the door and walking to her room but heard a voice say.


"Good luck…"


It was her father, and even though she paused for a moment… she just kept on walking. Solar stood there, seeing his daughter preparing to depart and he knew there was nothing else he could say.


She would never need him in her life, she would never want him in her life and he knew that.


But he could still just say those words.
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She soared through the skies, flying onwards and onwards through the cold and the clouds until eventually a small town came into view and she smiled, landing down to the farm and hearing the sounds of the family from within the home.


She smiled as she came into the house, hearing talk between brother and sister and knocked on the sitting room door, coming in and seeing Big Mac and Applebloom playing a board game.


"Miss me?"


The two looked up, their eyes brightening before they came over to her and hugged her with laughter, Dash asking.


"Where's Applejack?"


"In the kitchen,"


She grinned as she walked back into the hall and headed to the back room, seeing her wife waiting for the water in the kettle to boil and she sneaked up on her, tapping her on the shoulder and saying,


"Boo."


Applejack turned around quickly, her green eyes wide as she hugged her saying.


"I'm so glad your home,"


"I wasn't gone that long," Dash said nonchalantly, surprised to get such a loving greeting and when AJ let go of her Rainbow looked down to her neck, smiling as she saw the necklace.


"You're wearing it,"


"Yeah…" Applejack said with a nervous shaky laugh, her eyes watering a little and Dash looked at her a little worried.


"Hey, what's wrong?"


"Nuthin'" Applejack said weakly, smiling as she held the tears back and just kissed her, Dash a little surprised but responded warmly and the two held lip lock for few minutes before Dash said.


"I should've stayed longer."


"No, you really shouldn't have." Applejack said with a smile and the kettle hit off, AJ pouring tea and Dash just spent the rest of the night talking to her, happy to be home,


But sensing in her deep unconscious that AJ's warm reception was coming from something unsaid.
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They lay in bed, the hours going by so quickly and Dash knew something was wrong, the way Applejack just kept her eyes on her through all the time she had been here, as if it would be the last time she would see her and she had to ask, as they lay in the bed beside each other, the problem that was wrong.


"AJ,"


"Yeah," Applejack said as her eyes gazed at her, her deep green eyes going through her but she continued.


"You seemed really upset today when you saw me."


"I was just happy to see you."


"I wasn't gone that long… I honestly thought it would be harder on me than you…"


"Rainbow," Applejack said, afraid to say the words… afraid to get the truth out and so just kissed her, needing to be with her intimately if she was too much of a coward.


Rainbow Dash kissed her back confused, but asked as they separated briefly.


"What's wrong,"


"I just want to love you," Applejack said in tears, "For you to l-love me back."


"I will always love you," Dash said not understanding and Applejack kissed her again, their lips intertwining deeply as they held and caressed, their bodies intertwining in love, warmth and the minutes went by in seconds.


A firework,


Rainbow Dash withdrew from her in the second that she heard Applejack scream and said,


"Tell me."


"I'm fine."


"You haven't screamed from this in over a year… why won't you tell me?" she asked hurt, her voice shaking and Applejack swallowed.


"Because all I'll do is hurt you."


"You're hurting me right now," Dash said, getting upset that Applejack was holding back from her and she didn't know why, did she do something wrong?


"I'm sorry," AJ said, finding it hard to look her in the eye and that killed the pegasus, "But if I t-tell you… you'll just cry!"


"I won't!" Dash said, desperate to understand, desperate to know what she did wrong. Applejack knew she had to say something!


"I WANT CHILDREN!"


Dash just looked at her confused… what was she talking about? She hesitated before muttering,


"I told you how I felt about that."


"But you can have a part of me!" Applejack said in a cry, tears coming down her eyes… saying this if she couldn't say the other.


Rainbow Dash looked at her, why was she bringing this up?


"Big Mac… h-he said he could donate."


"Why do you want this?" she asked, she didn't like this talk.


"Because I want to have a child with you!" Applejack pleaded… what was she saying?


But she knew what she was saying… the only thing she could to avoid telling her the truth.


She was being irrational, she was being stupid, but in this state of panic, it was the only thing clear in her mind.


She had to stop Dash from ever hurting herself when she was gone.


She had to do the one thing in her mind which she knew would protect her, save her.


"We can wait." Dash said in a serious voice, she didn't want to talk about this, not on her first day home.


"No, please… we can't wait,"


"How would Big Mac think about this?"


"He understands…" Applejack said weakly, she could see the pain she was causing Rainbow Dash.


"I don't want to do this this way," Dash said weakly, "I don't think it's right."


"But I do."


Rainbow just looked at her… a choice that would change their lives, something which she was so uncertain about… so afraid of.


But she… she would do anything for her, and she muttered weakly,


"Okay…"


A decision being made that would change things forever


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 7


How many days?


Three.


It all just happened too fast.


Saying okay and then finding herself in the hospital bed that Wednesday.


Rainbow Dash had a million things going through her mind, why so soon? Why so sudden?


Big Mac had been a little surprised when Applejack begged for him to donate so quickly, he had pictured this not happening until at least another year, but he kept his promise… and it all began.


Applejack waited outside in the empty hall of the ward, feeling fear, feeling worry of what she was doing but how would Rainbow Dash ever agree if she knew the truth of what was going to happen.


She looked up when the door opened and a very timid Dash came out, seeming not fully there as the pegasus said quietly,


"I feel weird…"


"Did it work?" AJ only asked and the doctor came to the side of Dash, a smile on his face as he said.


"We won't know till three days,"


"Oh God…." Dash said, feeling sick… only now that it was done she had to know why she had agreed.


Because of love was the stupid answer… because Applejack wanted a family but they were too young, she knew they were, Rainbow Dash only just a full adult.


"Can we go?" she asked weakly and Applejack nodded, the two walking out of the hospital quietly and Applejack looked at her nervously,


She said,


"I know you don't think it's time…"


Looking at her with her piercing green eyes, as if they were going through the pegasus's soul,


"But we need to do this."


"Why…" Dash just muttered, quiet and dead inside, "Why now when we have so much time?"


Applejack swallowed nervous.


"The future can't be predicted."


"It better come out negative," Dash only said back, tired and feeling violated for what she just had to do, having a syringe going into her u ha just didn't seem natural "Got the tests?"


"Yeah, they're in the bags," Applejack said, indicating the bags on her back and Dash digressed,


"You really should let me carry those."


"No, I'll do it."


"Applejack…"


"You've already been through enough today."


"I honestly don't know why you ever wanted a penis shoved into you," Dash said dully "I feel violated after that syringe."


Applejack just chuckled but didn't get one back and sighed… her wife was not happy with her. But she had to make things right before she told her,


And things would only get worse.
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Applejack was giving the silent treatment when they got home and she groaned at that, as Dash just ignored her questions of how she was doing and walked off whenever she entered the room.


Applebloom however bounced around the house excitedly as she cooed in glee, "I'm gonna be an auntie, I'm gonna be an auntie!"


"Might," Rainbow Dash called from away and Applebloom looked at Applejack in the kitchen as her sister said,


"Probably."


"So wait, Big Mac's going to be a dad and an uncle…?"


Applejack cringed at the father bit and said hesitantly.


"Just uncle."


"But isn't it his foal?"


"No." Applejack said… oh god, this situation was just so messy, "Me and Rainbow are the parents. He is just the donator."


"I'm still confused."


"You'll understand when your older…"


"Hey, I'm eleven and a half, I'm nearly an adult."


"You are nearly a teen, and may God help us when you hit puberty."


"Jeeze, why is everyone so grumpy today?" Applebloom only muttered, annoyed at her sister and Applejack gave a smile taking a breath out.


"You're right Applebloom," looking at her with a warm face "Sorry."


"It's fine," the filly said with a roll of her eyes and trotted off, Applejack just smiling as she watched her sister go but cringed as her head had a strike of pain pierce through it and she grabbed it, clutching her teeth together as she felt the pain run down her back and she begged for it to stop,


Five minutes going by, the longest ever and she let go when it finally began to relinquish… time was running out.


She had to tell her, she couldn't keep it off any longer and called for Rainbow Dash… but got no reply.


She felt her heart hurt at the rejection but got up and headed to her room, seeing Dash on the bed, holding her stomach as if feeling the strangeness inside her and Applejack said to her weakly,


"Rainbow," Dash looked up at her, but turned away and Applejack said quietly, "Can we go out,"


"It's freezing out there," she replied tiredly and Applejack smiled adding,


"When has that ever stopped you before?"


"I'm mad at you." Dash said back and Applejack approached her … she just wanted to spend the rest of her time with her, even if Dash was grumpy.


"I know… but if you come with me I can make you happy again. We can have a picnic… it's beautiful out there."


"AJ…" Dash said and hated how her wife knew how to the play the guilt card… she sat up and looked at her, Applejack smiling weakly and sighed, "fine…"


"Could you get the picnic blanket?"


"I'll get it all." Dash said and got up, passing her wife and Applejack sighed… no matter how many ways she thought of telling her… every one of them still seemed painful.
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They sat out on the closest hill, orange leaves scattered on the ground and the grass cold.


Applejack tried to get Dash to smile as they sat with each other on the blanket, the sky becoming orange as evening settled in softly and Applejack tried her luck once more.


"You know what you're doing really means a lot to me," she said quietly, looking into those pink eyes that just seemed dim and upset.


"Yeah," Dash said and lay down with no life, Applejack looking at her sadly as she curled into her wife, feeling her heart beat against her and Rainbow looked quietly away annoyed.


"Really… you don't know how much…" she said again.


"You know this will change everything.." Dash whispered, staring at the orange sky… not wanting to look her in the eyes.


"Things are going to be changing no matter what." AJ said weakly and Dash sighed, Applejack stretching slowly over her and holding her hostage under her body. Dash looked up into her eyes in sadness.


"It didn't have too…" she said weakly, her heart sinking in her chest from the pain "you wanted it too."


"The only thing that stays the same is change." Applejack said sadly, holding her close.


Rainbow Dash didn't want her on top of her… but felt bad pushing a feeble Applejack away and sighed, whispering.


"But change happens slowly… this is just too soon."


Applejack felt tears come to her eyes, shaking her head and just dropping her body onto Dash, holding her close and Dash didn't understand this need… she had been acting this way ever since she got home… why?


"I'm sorry…" Dash said, feeling guilty now at Applejack's melancholy "It's fine,"


"No it i-isn't…" AJ whispered in tears.


"Come on," Dash said, holding her warm body in her hoofs, "I was just being a jerk…"


"No... you have a right to feel this way…" she said, her voice nearly breaking and looked down into her eyes, "And you'll never forgive me."


"Now I know that's impossible." Dash said pressing her head against AJ's softly with a warm smile and began to kiss her, trying to make her feel better.


Applejack fell into the embrace, the two kissing softly for a few minutes, Applejack never wanting it to end until she squinted away, her head hurting her and Dash looked at her worried,


"Are you okay?"


"No," Applejack said, and just began kissing her again, ignoring the agony in her head as she wanted to be with her wife, holding her, loving her… tasting her lips while she still could and Dash began to chuckle, the two separating as she laughed.


"Okay, we haven't kissed like that since that night…"


"What night?"


"The night you told me you love me…" she said with a grin "'oh Rainbow, I love you, I LoVe you, I LOOOOVE you!" she teased and Applejack just looked at her asking quietly,


"So why do you want it to stop?"


Rainbow Dash looked at her confused… feeling strange at this response, something making her heart beat slower… this feeling really weird… dangerous almost and muttered,


"I don't."


Their lips joining again, so many things left unsaid as they made love out on that hill, hidden by prying eyes and when the time came when it was over Applejack just lay beside her, holding Dash so tightly, the pegasus feeling afraid as the sun set and evening turned quietly to night.
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Rainbow Dash had never felt this close to her as she did this moment, on this day


… Applejack affected her deeply, that once they returned back home she didn't leave her side, the two always in touching distance and she felt like if she broke touch things would just crumble.


They didn't talk much however… the hill the place where the feeling first began and as they lay against each other on the couch, Applebloom stuck out her tongue… this whole lovey doveyness really getting to her.


"Do you two really have to do this in here? You have a room!"


"Applebloom," AJ said tiredly and her sister just groaned leaving the room in a pout.


"How do you do that?" Dash asked with a grin, feeling Applejack's body warm against hers,


"Years of practice," she replied, holding Rainbow Dash closer and Dash didn't want to let her go… for if she did she felt it would be the last time they ever touched.


She had to say it… the fear in her chest… what this all meant to her.


"I'm scared, Applejack…" she whispered into her ear, the words shivering through the country ponies back,


"I'm scared you are keeping something from me…" she swallowed, afraid to get the rest of her words out, "and you won't tell me what it is."


"I just want to be with you…" Applejack said quietly, looking into her eyes, "Now… in this moment."


"Why this moment?" she asked, worry in how quiet AJ's voice sounded.


"Because…" Applejack said… so afraid,


"Because I love you."


"You're scaring me…"


"I'm scared too." She whispered… Dash's heart beating in fear,


"I'm scared too…"
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Applejack hated how it turned to midnight… they usually didn't stay up this late but the two prepared for bed, Applejack sitting up waiting for Rainbow Dash to be done in the bathroom.


She just stared at the bedroom door, waiting for her, needing to tell her now or never…


It was so close.


"Rainbow!"


The pegasus rinsed out her mouth from the toothpaste, smiling as she saw white teeth glisten back at her from the mirror.


"I'll be in in a second!"


"Please… please come in now."


"What is it?!" she shouted.


Applejack took a breath, whispering in tears,


"…I'm dying."


Rainbow dash blinked her eyes confused, she could barely hear her.


"What?"


Applejack touched her head softly, a weird feeling coming over her…


She felt woozy, her body feeling different as she sat there in silence.


She collapsed dead.


Rainbow Dash smiled at herself, giving a wink at her reflection and giggled before walking into the room, seeing a lifeless Applejack on the bed.


"Gone to sleep already?" she laughed, walking over to the bed but looked at her wife confused when she didn't answer.


"Applejack?" she said.


There was no response. The pegasus stood there quietly looking at the body on the bed.


This didn't feel right, this didn't feel proper.


She stared at her wife, not seeing any breath of air rise in her chest… not seeing anything.


Her eyes became still, her voice shaking,


"...Applejack,"


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 8


I'm sorry


No no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no


This can't be happening! This isn't real!


Come on! BREATHE! BREATHE!


NO! NO! NO! NO! NO! NO!


WAKE UP! WAKE UP!


THIS ISN'T HAPPENING! THIS ISN'T REAL!


WAKE UP!


This isn't r-real…!
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She lay on her bed, looking at the empty space. It was so cold.


The golden necklace rested on the nightstand, the home empty of noise.


She just stared at the space… no life left in her eyes.


There was sound as hoofs could be heard coming into the home in silence, whispers from below and she breathed slowly in and out.


"Is she alright?"


"She hasn't said anything in days…"


"Let m-me," a voice stuttered weakly, "Let me see her…"


There was no talk after those words, footsteps being heard coming up the stairs until there was a knock on the door and Twilight stepped in in silence, Dash not even blinking as she just stayed still.


"She didn't want me to t-tell anyone."


There was no response.


"I think she just didn't want to see you cry."


Dash said nothing, just looking at the empty space… and Twilight stood there, her own eyes red and tired from the tears she had been crying since last week when they all found out.


"I'm sorry…"


"Twilight…"


She paused, looking at Dash's empty body,


"Yes."


"Why."


She remained silent, listening.


"Why did she go…"


"I don't know…" she said quietly.


A tear ran down Dash's face.


"But she never wanted to leave you."


"Why did she do this to me…" she whispered, her eyes watering slowly, "Why…"


"She didn't c-choose this."


That was not what Dash meant. She was pregnant.


There was nothing said, and Twilight had to leave the room… her eyes hurting her seeing the pegasus like this… in so much pain.


Rainbow Dash had not eaten.
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It soon turned night.


A pony came silently into the room and stood there, looking at her with quiet eyes as she whispered.


"I'm so sorry, Dashie."


Why did Pinkie come… why did anyone.


"I'm sorry that she's gone, I'm sorry that she left us… but.. but you will survive this."


Pinkie felt afraid, she felt like she was treading on string.


"Noo…"


She looked at the pegasus as she said this so weakly.


"Nooo…"


"One day… you won't feel this… but you will always remember her…"


Rainbow Dash just looked at the space, she could see her wife's smile.


"We are here." Pinkie whispered, and stepped back… before leaving quietly and Dash just lay there looking at nothing.


She got slowly up, breathing barely as she sat there and looked around the room.


She could see her and AJ talking as the two walked through the door with giggles.


She could see her wife standing by the window, looking at the fields.


She could feel her on the bed, whispering secrets to her.


She got up and went quietly downstairs, feeling AJ run past her on the stairs.


She went to the kitchen and ate some grass, smelling the scent of apple pies cooking as Applejack baked.


She shut her eyes.


Big Mac stood away, watching as Dash was alone in the kitchen and it hurt his heart… he had no idea what was going through her head.


But he was worried.
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Solar picked up the mail that came to his house, stopping when he saw a letter with Appleacres as the return address.


He opened it and read the words,


Your daughter needs you,


if you are really her family please be there for her.


Her wife is dead.


Solar stood there, a feeling of emptiness coming over him as he read those words.
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"Are you okay…?"


Twilight came every day, maybe she thought she owed her something.


"No…"


"I'm sorry, Rainbow Dash."


"She knew…" she whispered "and she did this to me..."


"She didn't know she'd run out of time. She was going to tell you!"


Rainbow Dash just stared at her. She was sitting still in the kitchen and shook her head quietly.


"No… she knew I wouldn't do it… that I wouldn't kill a foal."


"What are you talking about?" Twilight asked so lost.


Rainbow Dash just had tears in her eyes.


"She knew how to stop me killing myself."


Twilight nearly lost her breath. The pegasus seemed so sure of her words.


"She knew I wouldn't do it… I wouldn't take a life but WHY did she have to DO THIS TO ME!"


"B-because," Twilight stuttered in tears, she couldn't believe Rainbow Dash was saying this "Because she loves you!"


"If she loved me, IF SHE TRULY LOVED ME THAN WHY DIDN'T SHE WANT ME WITH HER!"


Twilight just stood back as Dash broke down in tears, the pegasus crying in agony at this and Twilight tried to approach her but Dash shot into the air, avoiding her touch as she yelled.


"WHY!"


"S-she loves you!"


"WHHHHYYY!"


"Because she didn't want you to WASTE YOUR LIFE AWAY!"


Dash just hovered there panting, her chest beating up and down in panic and Twilight tried to approach her but she flew higher and just cried in torture.


"Why did she have to die!" she cried "Why did she deserve to die when there are so many others who deserve to! Why did she deserve this when she had never done anything wrong?! Why couldn't it have been me! Why couldn't it have m-me!"


"I-I don't know," Twilight cried back, "I don't know why it was her… I DON'T KNOW!"


Dash just cried, she didn't understand, she didn't understand.


"Please, Dash. Come down…"


The pegasus looked at her, weeping as she landed on the ground and Twilight tried to hold her.


"I'm sorry."


"Let go of me." Rainbow Dash just muttered pushing her away "If you were sorry… if you were really sorry… you would've saved her."


Twilight looked at her in tears, she was hurting her so much.


"I couldn't of."


Rainbow Dash stared at her quietly… before leaving the room and Twilight took scared breaths…


The pegasus hadn't let anyone touch her… no one since that day.
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Days went by so slowly… she could feel her in her dreams… she could feel her with every breath she took.


"Sleeping?"


She looked up at the empty spot on the bed… seeing AJ in her eyes.


"I can't sleep…"


"You should really let her help you…" Applejack's voice said with a smile, "Please…"


"I want you to come back…" she whispered, her voice the only thing in the room.


"You can always visit me… you know where I am…"


"Yes," she said in tears,


"In the g-ground."


"Why won't you let anyone hug you?"


"Because I don't want them to take away your touch…" she whispered, her heart hurting her to breathe "I don't want them to erase you…"


"Please visit me…"


"I can't…"


She hadn't gone to the funeral… she hadn't been to the grave.


There was no response… feeling so real when there was no one there. Her eyes watered…


Applejack was gone… and her body lay in a grave.


Applejack was gone… and she had took away her life.
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She missed her…


"We're going to see her."


Rainbow Dash sat on the lounge, looking out to the fire place… staring at where the ash from last night lay.


"Do you want to come?"


There was no response.


Big Mac tried to touch her shoulder but Rainbow Dash moved away… she didn't want their touch.


"Okay…"


She watched as he and Applebloom left the house and she sat there… her chest going slowly up and slowly down thinking of her.


"Come back…" she whispered "Please don't go away."


Applejack lay in the ground.


She missed her.


When in a few hours the brother and sister returned she left the house, the two watching her go worried.


"Do you think she'll-?"


"No…" Big Mac said, Applebloom looking at him worried.
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Rainbow Dash flew quietly in the sky… a pegasus spotting her in the distance…


She flew above the grave yard and looked down, seeing all the tomb stones and felt her breath weaken.


She didn't want to land… but her heart froze when she saw the newly buried grave and she began to shake.


She landed to the ground, taking small steps toward it… seeing the name


Applejack


She stiffened.


Below her was her wife… in a box… in the ground.


"Applejack…" she whispered… she looked around her, seeing Granny Smith's grave next to her… seeing AJ's parents.


The Apple plot.


"I guess you're finally with them," she said weakly, trying to make a joke but her voice was shaking too much.


"I guess… you're finally gone."


Tears came down her eyes.


"You could've waited a few more years," she whispered, crying as she looked at the grave.


"But you were always so s-stubborn."


She felt like she couldn't do this… she felt like no matter what she said it wouldn't be heard.


"I think about you…" she said barely able to hear "do you think about me?"


There was no response and Dash just shook as she cried,


"I miss you…"


The graveyard was silent, not a sound besides a pegasus in the distance landing.


"I miss you so much."


"It will be okay."


She went silent, that voice she thought she would never hear again.


"It will be okay."


She began to leave but felt black hoofs hold her tight and she struggled.


"No…" she cried.


Solar held her close to him and she tried to push him away but was so weak from the pain.


"No."


"It's okay."


"No let me go," she begged, struggling harder. She didn't want to be touched by anyone but her.


"It will be okay."


She struggled harder, tears running down her face as she tried to escape but he held her so tight and she begged.


"Don't do this."


"I'm here for you, Dashie."


"No," she cried but he wouldn't let go, "No, let me go! Pleeease!"


He just held her quietly as she cried, struggling harder, trying to get loose… not him, not him out of everyone.


"PLEASE!" she begged "No! NOOO!"


She cried, giving up. She couldn't fight him, not now! She couldn't fight anymore and just cried.


Hours went by as he held her… hours of agony and he just whispered after so long.


"You have a home…" he looked at her quietly, "you have a home if you don't want to go back."


She looked at him, her eyes red and hurting.


She looked to the ground… everything hurt, everything felt like torture and her dad said quietly.


"I love you, Dashie."


He let go, and she fell to the ground, not able to stand.


"And I'm sorry for what I did… I'm sorry for everything."


"Go…" she just said in tears, "Just go. Just leave me alone…"


"You have a home…"


He looked at her one more time before taking flight into the air and it never occurred to her… he had been on earth.


She cried on that grass, cried for hours to come… her heart hurt so much.


And it wouldn't stop.


It just hurt so much.
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She sat in the sitting room. There was noise everywhere. Noise only she could hear.


She could hear AJ laughing. She could hear her playing with her little sister.


She could hear her humming as she walked across the hall.


She could see her sitting by the fire. She could smell her scent. She could hear her laugh.


Everywhere in this house she could see her, hear her…feel her...


But one feeling she couldn't ignore… one feeling that was in her womb of a foal.


You don't know how much this means to me


I don't want this


but I do


We haven't kissed like that since that night


I might just stink up the bed-


You see me as a goddess


We can only get better


I'm scared…


So many fears being finally realized. So many words now only memory.


She sat on the lounge, breathing in and out… in and out and whispered in tears,


Her heart hurting so much.


"I can't s-stay here…"


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 9


"Did she ever really exist…? Did I just imagine her…"


"Don't say that, Dash, she was here."


"Did I just concoct it all… wanting someone to be real so much that I made them real in my head."


"She was here. She loved you and she was here."


"I know something happened…something which left me with this child… but what?"


"You're scaring me, Rainbow Dash. Please stop talking like this."


"I can't stay here…"


Twilight looked at Dash quietly, her eyes wide as those words were said.


"What?"


"I can't live in this house… where I see her everywhere… I can't pretend anymore that she's real… I-I c-can't."


The pegasus had tears running down her face. Twilight was scared, what could she say? What could she do?


"Where will you go?"


"I can go back to them… I can go back to my parents…"


"But, but I thought you hated your father?"


"I can't hate anymore… I just can't."


One day you won't want the hate


Twilight looked at her worried,


"But what about us? What about Big Mac and Applebloom?"


"They will survive…" she said with nothing,


"…I will not."


"O-okay…" Twilight said fearfully, looking at those empty eyes… knowing Dash had to do what she could to live on,


"Okay…"
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Rainbow Dash lay in that bed, the last time she ever would and just watched in silence as her imaginary wife walked and laughed and chattered and talked.


"Please go away…" she whispered quietly, "Please leave me alone…"


"But I am away…" Applejack said with a laugh "I was never here."


She shut her eyes… yes, she was never here…


The room was empty… everything was inside her head… Applejack had never been real… she had never existed.


"Were you never here?" she cried, crying all alone, the room empty of souls, "Were you always just in my head?"


She lay there, her body quaking, her heart breaking… could she survive this night? Could she ever sleep? Could she ever forget?


"Please come back…" she whispered, the voices gone… never coming back, "Please don't leave me."


She felt her chest beating up and down faster, as panic started to overcome, panic running through her body as she began to hyperventilate, sitting up and trying to breathe but it was too much.


"PLEASE!" She screamed "PLEEEEEASE!"


"P-P-PLEASE!" she begged in agony, wailing in the dark, "PLEEEEEASE!"


"Why won't you c-come back…?" she asked, desperate to hear her voice not just in her head, "Why won't you come back!"


She cried in the dark, crying so hard as all her words were not heard, that Applejack was gone and would not hear a thing.


Why…


Why was she gone…?
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She stood outside, her heart barely beating, her friends all cried as they hugged her.


"You will always be missed."


"We will always love you!"


"I'm sorry," Twilight said to her, hugging the empty pegasus with heartache, "I'm sorry I c-couldn't save her."


She let go of her and even though Rainbow Dash's eyes were looking at her, she knew she wasn't there.


The pegasus was too weak to fly… too weak to move and got in the pegasi carriage, hearing her friends cry as they watched her, all of them begging it was them.


The two Apples just watched in silence, watching as the pegasus was about to leave their lives and never come back.


Applebloom shook, barely holding back her tears. Big Mac stayed still, his eyes not strong enough to cry… not able to let the pain in.


The pegasi began to rise off the ground, the carriage lifting slowly and the ponies watched as a member of their hearts disappeared… as Rainbow Dash left.


The pegasus sat there, sat there by herself with no thoughts going through her head, no words to be said, no voices to only lie to her.


She saw Applejack smile at her one last time as she said,


"Goodbye."


Disappearing for good and Rainbow Dash took a breath in, finding it hard to breathe as she said quietly back to herself, to her home,


To her wife…


"Good bye…"
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She entered the cloud house quietly, her mother was healed and her parents hugged her as she stood in the hall, her parents whispering,


"We're so happy to see you,"


"Everything will be fine."


"You have us…"


Standing there as they touched her, everyone touching her, trying to hold her like Applejack once did but no one could.


"Would you like something to eat?" Crystal asked, looking at her daughter with tears, "Would you like something?"


"I'd like to be left alone…" she whispered and her parents looked at each other worried, "Please…"


"Okay." Solar said and Crystal gave him a worried look… Dash just went quietly to her room and placed the bags onto the ground, her breath beginning to shake as she was back in these walls.


Promising she'd never return.


But she had.


Why…?


"I'm worried, Solar." Crystal whispered to her husband afraid, "I've never seen her this way."


"She just needs time." He said quietly, smiling at his wife with strength,


"Time is all she has left."


"But what if she can't see that?"


"That's all there is… all she can do is make it to tomorrow, make it to the next minute."


"Okay…" his wife said in tears, "I just don't want her to die… I don't want her to go where there is no return."


"She will make it. She will."


Rainbow Dash sat in her room, listening to those words as she sat in silence, listening as her parents talked of her and how she would survive.


Did she even want to survive… did she want to breathe this air, beat this heart, feed this child…


Did she want to go on when there was nowhere on to go.


Did she want to live?


Did she want to survive?


Minutes went by… tomorrows went by… months went by.


Her stomach grew bigger. It grew bigger and bigger.


Her parents were always with her, making her eat, making her sleep, making her breathe.


How could they keep this up? How could they not give up on her…?


Sometimes she would wake up screaming. Screaming her lungs out just to make the pain go away.


"GO AWAY! GO AWAAAY!"


One day she woke up and felt nothing in her body… as if it had gone numb during the night… not able to feel anything inside of her and her mother grew worried.


Would a knife hurt if she pierced it in? Would she bleed?


Crystal was terrified… after eleven months, nearly a year she had to see her daughter smile once more… she had to see her alive.


XXXXX


"We're going for a fly."


She looked straight into nothing, she was in the sitting room… her heart just beating. That was the only thing that wouldn't stop working.


"Okay," she said quietly.


"Please come with us…" Crystal begged, "We can walk on the clouds, we can take it easy."


"No."


"Please,"


"No…"


Her mother remained silent, afraid of how quiet her voice was.


"We love you…"


Rainbow Dash just blinked her eyes weakly.


"I know…"


Crystal kissed her on the cheek, Rainbow Dash not moving as her mother left in fear, Solar looking at his daughter quietly as he muttered.


"You will be alright."


Rainbow Dash didn't reply. The black pegasus left and she took a breath out.


She didn't know what she was… she didn't know if she was still alive or just in an imaginary world.


If her parents would cry if she died or would be happy that she was finally out of pain.


She felt a kick in her womb… the little foal always kicking away and got up, leaving the house and walking slowly on the clouds.


"Why couldn't you have died…" she whispered to it, her voice dead and not wanting to do this anymore.


She was scared.


Scared that this child was inside of her, scared that it wouldn't give up and was holding her onto this life.


Its grip was so tight… it's strength equal to hers and she was afraid of how when it was born she would have to give it up.


If it had Applejack's eyes… if it looked anything liked her… she would cry.


She stopped walking… a pain ran down her back into her pelvis and she keeled over in agony.


Oh No.


"No." she said, fear going through her core "No it can't be time."


She looked back in the direction of her parent's home and began to try to get back but the pain was brutal and she screamed.


She couldn't lift herself with her wings, she was too weak but as she stumbled forward she fell suddenly through a cloud gap, and screamed as she dropped through the sky.


Her wings beat quickly, trying to stop the fall and she fluttered rapidly but her body was too heavy, and she skidded to the ground in tears as she screamed in a village, she could hear noises as ponies surrounded her quickly in disbelief.


"Are you okay?"


"What's happened?"


"I'M IN LABOUR!" she screamed in tears, her body in agony "I'M IN LABOUR!"


The ponies tried to help her up but she couldn't stand, the contractions starting and making her scream in torture.


"Okay, just breathe! You will be alright! Just breathe!"


"NOoo!" she cried, her tears soaking into the ground, "Nooo! Nooo!"


She couldn't do this! She couldn't do this without anyone she knew, without her.


Not without her! She COULDN'T! SHE COULDN'T!


"Get her!" she begged, everyone blurry from her soaked eyes, "GET HER!"


"Who!"


"NOOOoooo!" she screamed, the pain ripping down her spine as she felt the baby move into place and just cried, "NOoo! A-Applejack! Noooo!"


She could hear so many voices screaming and yelling at her, more and more hoofs surrounding her and she screamed for them to go, leave her! LEAVE HER TO DIE!


"Look at me."


Her eyes were quenched tight, not wanting to listen to that voice.


"LOOK AT ME."


She opened her eyes, everything so blurry but saw an orange pony looking at her, a smile on her face… the only thing that was clear.


No one else could see her, as the ponies continued to shout and Dash's breath vanished… staring at her with no words, nothing.


"You can do this."


"N-no! I can't!"


"Yes you can."


"N-no!"


"Push Rainbow."


Rainbow Dash just cried, her insides feeling like they were ripping out as she pushed as hard as she could, screaming, seeing her smile.


"PUSH."


"N-no!"


She felt a head come out of her, a body as she cried and the orange pony smiled at her slowly.


Rainbow Dash saw her quietly walk away and wanted to get up and follow, she had to be with her! But as she stood up everything went blurry, everything went black and she fell…
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When she woke up, she lay there as if paralyzed.


She could see the crowd had left her and was surrounding something else.


They were all laughing and smiling as they looked down to the ground in love and she blinked her eyes, trying to stand again as she cried in tears.


"WHERE IS SHE!" she begged,


Where was Applejack.


"WHERE IS SHE!"


The crowd looked at her with smiles, seeing the distressed pegasus and moved away from the child, a foal wrapped up in a blanket asleep.


"She's beautiful," one of the ponies said to her with a smile, "So beautiful and bright."


"She's like an angel… I've never seen such tenderness in an infant."


Rainbow Dash looked down at the child, seeing the foal resting, the baby's eyes closed and just looked at the hair.


It was blond.


She froze…


The whole child was yellow.


Her fur yellow, her mane bright blonde but she could not see her eyes as they were closed and Dash just stood there… breathing slowly.


"Sunshine…" one of the ponies said, "She's like a ball of sunshine."


"And such beautiful eyes."


"What colour are they…" Dash asked in tears, fear coming to her heart,


"What colour are her eyes…"


"Yours."


She froze, her chest panting in fear as she stood there away from the crowd. She was so afraid and said quietly,


"She was here…"


"Who?"


She looked at them in tears, whispering.


"…Applejack."


They didn't understand but she had seen her in flesh, she had heard her in her ears.


She had been here.


Some pegasi were sent away after a few hours to find her parents and they arrived down soon later… Rainbow Dash keeping away from the foal.


Her parents took her child into the sky, Dash just staying on the ground…


She had seen her wife…


She had seen her…
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As she arrived home in silence that night, she heard her parents in the sitting room talking.


Their voices were low and she approached them, tears in her eyes as she said.


"Where is she."


"She's in your room." Her mother said softly.


Dash's heart froze.


She walked in weak steps to the room, walking so quietly as she reached her door and pushed it opened… her heart barely beating.


She saw a small foal on her bed, wrapped in blankets asleep and she approached it quietly but froze when its eyes opened.


Dark ruby eyes stared at her, the foal looking at her with a concentration so deep and she could barely breathe.


"H-hey…" she said weakly, looking at the child with such fear, "I-I'm Rainbow Dash…"


The baby just stared at her, seeming only wanting to look into her eyes and Dash swallowed… saying in tears


"H-hello…


...Sunshine."


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Chapter 10


Five years later...


She never saw AJ again after that day.


She never saw her face again in this world… only in her dreams after the sun had set to night.


Her dreams were such a wonderful place, adventures being made with no fear, a world which could never hurt her, couldn't leave her scarred.


She was happy in them but every day she had to wake up.


And see her Sunshine.
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She woke.


The sun was shining through the windows as dawn slowly began to approach and she blinked her eyes quietly, feeling the warmth enter the cloud walls and bring in light.


She sat up.


She was in an empty cold room, a home in the center of her past and her present.


She was away from Flockem, away from Ponyville… away from it all.


She was in a town which was center of her world, she was in her home.


She could hear small footsteps going up and down the hall in eager, little skips of joy and blinked her eyes, coming slowly out and seeing her daughter jumping up and down as she fluttered with her tiny wings, trying to get up speed.


Rainbow Dash watched her quietly until Sunshine noticed her and crashed into the wall, laughing shyly as she said.


"Did you see me, mum?"


Rainbow Dash nodded, smiling weakly as she said.


"You did really well."


"One day I'll be as fast as a wonderbolt."


"Definitely faster," Dash said quietly and Sunshine sprung back on her hoofs as she fluttered in the air with a small smile.


"It's finally today, mum. It's finally flight school."


Rainbow Dash's heart froze when she heard this.


Sunshine flew around in little flutters, trying to get her speed up and hurried to her room, going through her draws as she tried to gather up all she could.


Rainbow Dash watched her, her heart beating a little faster as her daughter prepared for a day she never wanted to come.


She walked back to her room, sitting on her bed as her mind went quiet… so many things going through her head.


She had dreamed before she woke that she was on that hill, a pony sleeping in her hoofs as she watched her in silence.


She was afraid that the pony would wake up, afraid she would get up and leave but as the orange pony's eyes slowly opened she smiled at her warmly.


"Hey…" she whispered, looking into her eyes… her green ones so surreal in this world and Dash whispered back.


"Hey…"


"You came to see me," she said, curling into her gently and Dash swallowed as she said.


"No… you came to me."


"You know we can't stay here," Applejack said quietly, a smile forming across her lips, "You have responsibilities… I have responsibilities."


"There are so many times I've been here with you…" Dash said in fear "living out lives that only you and I know," she held her tight, feeling her warmth.


"So many years I have spent in these hoofs."


"And what does is it all mean to you…?"


"Waking up I have such fear…" she said with barely a voice "fear that I have no control over what is to come… what can happen." Dash stared quietly into her eyes, "In here, nothing hurts… everything is beautiful… you're beautiful."


"You know I'll always be here…" AJ said quietly "but you have to go back out there."


"No, you say you'll always be here," Dash said back in fear, "But you're not… and it's only on nights like these that you are… some days you never come."


"I do have other things to do." AJ said with a smile.


"But you don't…" Dash said in tears "I can't go back, knowing that the next night you won't be here."


"But the next night I will."


Rainbow Dash sighed… she looked more beautiful than she had ever seen… her orange fur so soft here, her eyes so vibrant green.


But she wasn't real.


"I wish I could see you again, know you are here…" she said in tears "when my eyes are open and the sun wakes me in the dawn. I wish I could see you."


"But I am here." Applejack said softly, "All you have to do is believe."


"Don't say only what I want to hear…" Dash whispered and Applejack frowned disheartened.


"Trust in your gut that I am here… I am around you constantly."


"Stop it."


"Go into her room" she said "and look through her draws…" Applejack looked at her quietly, "Believe I am here."


Dash sighed… always in her dreams this Applejack said these things… always her mind trying to invent reasons that she was still alive.


She was so confused that day of birth… so many blurry images but saw a hallucination that looked so real… so real she could touch it… saying those words.


"You can do this."


So many years ago but she had never forgot that second when she had been real again. Been here.


Dash looked back to the dream AJ and said.


"Just don't wake me up."


But she had woke that morning, waking back to the sunlight of day and stood back in the room she had left, watching her daughter pack, looking as Sunshine finally got her bags full and fluttered eagerly towards her, a smile on her face.


"Okay mum, I'm ready."


"Okay." She said quietly and followed her daughter out to the sky, seeing dawn still just barely lighting this world and Sunshine looked at her quietly.


"Do you think the other fillies will like me? Or do you think they'll just see me as weird…"


"I think you shouldn't care…" Dash said quietly, she just wanted her daughter to be happy.


"Will you miss me?"


Dash looked at her, Sunshine's ruby eyes looking at her worried of the answer.


"You have no idea."


Sunshine smiled, and began to rise to the sky; her wings fluttering quickly and she looked to her mother with a smile.


"Goodbye, mum."


Dash said nothing as Sunshine began to fly away but said just before she left.


"Sunshine."


Her daughter turned to her, her wings flapping quickly as she asked.


"Yeah?"


"Come home again."


She looked at her confused, saying quietly.


"I will, mum."


Rainbow Dash just watched her silently as he daughter flew slowly away.


Away in Sunshine's room lay a nightstand… in the nightstand, a draw.


In the draw a picture of an orange pony.


On that picture the words,


This is your guardian angel…


A mother you will never know.


Sunshine had never understood why she got this picture in a letter, a bit scared of what it was about.


She had gotten it from her uncle Big Mac but was afraid to tell anyone.


And in that letter was a golden necklace.


Rainbow Dash never knew.


All the pegasus did at that moment was stand there on the cloud, watching as her heart flew slowly away.


She remembered when she stood on that cliff with Applejack, just looking at the town below and her wife said to her,


Before I told you about my pregnancy… I was terrified that you may just leave me… but you didn't. And you know why? Because the past doesn't matter… only the future.


She watched as her daughter flew on into the horizon and closed her eyes… hearing those words.


For she could never go back to that time, she could never see those eyes again, hear that voice say those words to her but it was okay.


She was still here. Standing on this cloud still alive.


She had survived.